INTRODUCTION
Health for all children is an admirable aim. In the developing world the way forward is obvious given that the effective introduction of safe water, improved sanitation, nutrition and vaccination are likely to have substantial beneficial effects on the survival, growth and development of children. In the UK the strategies for health improvement are clearly less tangible; as stated in the 1988 volume of 'On the State of Public Health', "activity of health services alone can be expected to have only a limited impact on much of the sickness and premature mortality which occurs in the population . . . many illnesses have their origins in social behaviour, psychological problems and environmental factors" (1) .
In the 1989 volume, Sir Donald Acheson states: "Greater understanding of child health and development, and the events of prenatal life will much depend on the study of genetic influences and their interaction with environmental ones-physical, chemical and infective agents, including those of the intrauterine environment, and psychosocial factors. There will be a need for carefully conducted population studies of pregnancy, birth and childhood to attempt to unravel these and interactions. Without such knowledge, the most effective ways of intervening to prevent and treat illness in childhood will remain unclear. Given the tools of multivariate analysis and the rapidly growing availability of specific genetic markers, a new approach lies within our grasp" (2) .
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